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Form Differences
The ICF comparison chart on the following pages has 
been updated and expanded from last year’s version. 
It contains comprehensive information on every significant ICF 
brand in North America, as well as many of the composite ICFs (on 
p. 22). This year for the first time ever, we’ve published a comparison 
of the major ICF decking systems as well (below).

These charts are intended to help architects, builders and 
homeowners compare the basic features of leading ICF systems.

Recognizing that cost is often the primary factor in selecting 
an ICF system, keep the following in mind: Most ICFs are 48” long 
by 16” high, but the size does vary. Nudura, for instance, measures 
96”x16” while Quad-Lock panels measure 48” x 12”. Cost per 
square foot provides a much more accurate comparison than simple 
cost per unit.

Concrete requirements also vary widely. Waffle-grid ICFs use 
far less than flat walls. A six-inch nominal wall may vary from 5.5 
to 6.75 inches.

Labor and freight are also factors. Blocks arrive at the jobsite 
pre-assembled, but cost more to ship and can be unwieldy in areas 
with congested rebar. Panel systems ship flat, but require jobsite 
assembly. Hinged ties are a compromise between the two. The 
chart lists the location of US and Canadian molding facilities to 
help estimate transportation costs.

Sidewall thickness usually varies from just under 2 inches to 2 
¾ inches, but a few brands offer up to 4” of insulation on each side of 
the wall. Additional foam usually means a stronger form with more 
insulation, but thicker foam usually comes with a higher price.

Specialty blocks—corners, brickledges, etc.—can make the job 
go faster, and height adjusters and reversible interlocks can go a long 
way to reducing waste.

The best option is to ask for the “installed cost per square foot.”
Finally, don’t underestimate the importance of manufacturer 

support, especially if you’re new to the industry. Many companies 
offer engineering and technical assistance, even an on-site rep 
during critical stages. It’s worth paying a little more to ensure the 
job goes smoothly.

This chart is the best place 
to start if you want to make an 
informed choice—it’s the most 
comprehensive on the market—
but it’s not the last. Once you’ve 
made your short list, call the man-
ufacturers, visit their websites, and 
sit down with the local distributors. 
Then you’ll be sure the form you’ve 
chosen is best form for the project. 
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Dimensions (inches) Performance Comments
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Deck System Website Phone
# of Manufact’r   

Locations

AmDeck by Amvic www.amvicsystem.com 416-410-5674 ON, MO, (ID, MN, NC, ID) 24 48 10 none 15 ft. Y Y pending 55 18 Requires 10” steel beams

BuildDeck by BuildBlock www.buildblock.com 866-222-0625 OK 24 24 5.5, 7.5, 9.5 none 2 ft. N optional na 55 16
Finishes mechanically 
attached to concrete

Insul-Deck by Plastbau www.insul-deck.org 800-475-6720 GA, BC 24 Custom 5-10.5 T&G 6 ft. Y Y na 55 16 Sold as Quad-Deck, Tilt-Deck

Lite-Deck by Lite-Form www.litedeck.com 800-551-3313
FL, HI, PA, ND, NE, SD, OK, 
TX, VA, DR, PR, PM, MX

24, 48 Custom 4-12+ Keyed 6 ft. N Y 1.5 54 26.4
Uses “Top Hat” to 

determine beam depth

Deck Comparison Chart


